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Tell she Truth: the Truth will tell-und tell it woll. Truth will prevail, and never fail. 


The Truth Teller— Will advocate the Primitive Organization of the 
Owurch of Jesus Christ (of Latter Day Saints,) which was organ- 
 . ded on the 6th day of April, 1880, and maintain her Doctrines in 
ali Truth: Also, an sition of all the False Doctrines that have 


TINUED, | whe have been made to believe in the 
THE | dostrine of baptism for the dead by 
8 — proxy, have also been married by proxy 
Having thus far investigated the mer- | to the dead, believing that the priesthood 
its of this spurious revelation of section | sealed the validity of the act and made 
108, which appears to be nothing better it binding in eternity; and hence the 
than a bundle of heterogeneous state- spectator who chooses to stand by and 
ments and contradiction of terms, from lock on in wonderful gaze, is made to 
first, to last. Also, in it has appeared | see his fellow mortals the dupes of their 
one of those strange dogmas, among the | own fanaticism, some praying souls out 
most absurd notions that ever have be- of hell, others by proxy baptizing them 
wildered the minds of men, which is the out of hell, while others are etting mar 
doctrine of baptism for the dead, by | ried by proxy toss many dead women 
proxy. This doctrine is r in | as their fancies, proxies and priests can 
principle upon a parallel with the purga- | seql for them; and thus the motly group 
torial doctrine of praying souls out of is seen merching down into the very 
hell. Whois prepared to show any ma- jaws of thet hell-bound doctrine of po- 
terial difference between baptizing souls lygamy, which has its in from the 
out of hell and prayiag them out. False same identical source. Polygamy is 
positions always nat defective eue only the gulf into which the smaller 
ments presented fortheir support, The | streams of such iniquity are plunged, 
following has been used: That it was | having hell for its bottom. And yet their 
by the power of the priesthood in the | fanatical ministers have the presumption 
proxy baptisms that such wonderful | to invite men of better sense and better 
achievements are attained over the dead | morals, to join. their dark and bewildered 
in delivering their souls out of hell. Thie retinue; and hence the way of truth is 
singular argument being destitute of | again evil spoken of, as in days of. old, 
any light on the subject, ouly sdds en- because of transgressors, What a shame 
other k to the misty chain of derk- end pity it is that men who have once 
ness, in laying the foundation as an | had better light, have ao soon corrupt 
antecedent for marrying by proxy, Pre- the truth. No wonder that modest man 
tending to. have the sealing aud binding | blush at the of Mor 
ower of the priesthood in it, by which | since so many impositions have ended 
tis also made yalid among the regians | upon it. Who could expect payshin, 
the ough strange and incon- | better, who are celled Mor- 
s as this may appear to common mons, entertain such absur tions. 
— yet such is the fact ; for many | But some have said, “Why 42 the 
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Mormons abandon their position if it is 
so untenable?” In answer,for the benefit 
of all those who wish to learn further in 
reference to this particular subject, if 
they will have the enoe to read the 


they, will perceive that 


ail suoh absurdities no where incor- 
porated in the Mormon faith, and form 
no part of the doctrine of the church of 
Christ, which was organized on the 6th: 
day of April, 1880. Bat as proxy bap- 
tism for the dead is believed by many 
who are honest in their convictions, and 
have been led to such conclusions b 

the teachings of those who were in high 
standing of authority in the church, and 
the appeal to certain portions of Scrip- 
ture to prove their position to be correct, 
which success has been in the perversion 
of those passages. The doctrine of bap- 
tism for the dead must stand or fall upon 
its own merits; and if it fails to be true, 
upon a fair and candid investigation, a 
great breach will be made upon the 
claim of inspiration by its author, atthe 
time he gave it to the church. If it is 
false it should be rejected, and no one 
should fear the consequences; for it 
would be a great gain instead of loss. 
Truth is always desirable, while error is 
forever objectionable; and as it has been 
before stated that false doctrine is equiv- 
alent to false faith; and that the pros- 
trate condition of the church is in con- 
sequence of false doctrines that have 
been imposed upon the church. For the 
promise of God was to the church in the 
beginning ; that if they would build 
upon the truth, the gates of hell should 
not prevail against them. Therefdre 
the prostrate condition of the church 
proves one of two great facts that either 
they did not all stand upon the founda- 
tion that was laid for them in the begin- 
ning, or that the foundation was false of 
i from the 9 70 beginning; for if 
the prostrate condition of the church is 
not ascribable to 4 departure by many 
of the members from the foundestion of 
the primitive doctrine of the church, 
then as a consequence it argues that all 
was false from the 7 deginning; for 
the promise was that if they would build 
upon the foundation the gates of hell 
should not prevail nstthem. There- 
fore those who are not prepared to admit 
that false doctrines have been imposed 
upon the church, must, of necessity, to be 
consistent in the argument, abandon the 


. whole pe of Mormon doctrine; for 
d 


it would be proven false upon its own 


claim, by a well attested fact (hat would 
furnish the strongest possible evidence 
against itself. But, upon the other hand, 
if the position taken that they departed 


from the primitive order is 8 be 


a fact, then it would be pe ol 
that the foundation when Ite — 
claim for a basis, which is just and true 
and perfectly independent, and main- 
tainable from all such unjust encum- 
brances. And hence if ever the church 
is restored from her present confused 
condition, her members must return 
to her primitive organization; and if her 
primitive order was just and pure in all 
things then all false doctrines must be 
repudiated by her or she cannot assume 
her former position; for au spurious 
revelations and false doctrines and teach- 
ings must be thrown ont, and it must be 
known what they are, or it would not be 
safe to engage in so high a calling; for 
it is an enterprise of great magnitude. 
But inasmuch ag there is a record pre- 
served of all those principles, of both 
true and false doctrines, the work will 
be greatly facilitated; forthose principles 
of faith and doctrine can be investi 
upon their own ground which will 
render it perfectly practicable to ascer- 
tain what is truth and what is falsehood. 
Therefore, inasmuch as it can be clearly 
and certainly known what was the prim- 
itive faith and doctrine of the church in 
the beginning, and can also be known 
with certainty what those digressions 
from the primitive order are; hence, 
reform is safely within the practicable 
reach of the church; and what member 
of its organization who claims a share of 
intelligence, that does not xnow that the 
great fundamental principles of the faith 
and doctrine of the church, have been 
most disgracefully abused by many of its 
own members; and thereby is brought 
upon the church a most calumniatin 
reproach; and that if ever the chure 
arises from her present disreputed char- 
acter up to her proper level upon her 
primitive foundation, to stand and pros- 
per in all truth and righteousness, so as 
to gain favor with God and man, all 
iniquity and every appearance of evil 
must be pet far away from her premises 
and let the word of the blessed Lord and 
Saviour be her only guide in all things, 
as is recorded in the fullness of the ever- 
lasting Gospel. 

It might de proper to state for the 
benefit of some, before any further 
investigation is pursued on this subject, 


i 
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lest a misunderstanding might arise in 
the minds of such as have believed that 
Joseph Smith’s teachings were all infal- 
lible; and, therefore, no one has a right 
to question his word as to the possibility 
of some things not being true; and that 
if any part of his teaching should be 
proven false, it would be an objection to 
the whole. And thus the fearful, with 
jealous eye, will conclude that the 
investigation of the Mormon faith, with 
the design of rejecting all the false doc- 
trines that have been a upon the 
church, is only a deep laid scheme under 
such pretended cover to overthrow ge 
whole Mormon foundation of doctrine, 
from first to last. But such is not the 
fact; for the materials are at hand ready 
to defend the primitive organization of 
the church of Christ, and maintain her 
doctrine in all truth; and also to expose 
all the false teachings that have been 
intruded upon the church, to the public 
view, that the truth may be and 
known with perfect certainty by all men 
who wish to become acquainted with 
those great and important facts. And 
let it also be remembered that it is the 
design of this work to maintain the 
position that Jeseph Smith was at one 
period of his life a true prophet of the 
most high God, and that he did fall from 
that standing and relation that he once 
held as a prophet, and afterwards gave 
false counsel to the church, though it 


may sound grating to the ears of some. 


Yet the truth must be told, and the 
design of the Tabor Tater is to tell 
the truth according to the best ability 
that may be found within the resources 
of the church, whether it reveals to con- 
demn or jastify. Let each justly share 
their own merited reward. As allis open 
for public investigation, let those who 
know to the reverse not be at fault for 
refusing to disclose their concealed 
treasures; all such favors will be 
thankfully received. 

Let no one fear the result of investi- 
gation; it is the safe and sure method of 
preserving truth in its purity, and the 
ready means of detecting and exposing 
error. Aud if the doctrine of baptism 
for the dead proves to be untenable on 
every point, it certainly will be objeo- 
tionable. The doctrine of proxy is pos- 
itively prohibited by our Saviour’s own 


words to Nicodemus. See John iii., 5. 
‘* Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannnot enter into the 
kingdom of God. 


The word “except,” 


spoken ” Christ our Lord, prohibits 
forever the right of baptism by proxy 
under any circumstance that man can 
possibly be placedin. The word of the 
Lord makes it the ineumbent duty that 
every man sbould be born of water him- 
self; for the word “‘ except” outs off the 
privilege of another by proxy; and if to 
be born of water truly means to be — 
tised by immersion into water (for the 
Book of Mormon says baptism is by im- 
mersion into water; see book of Nephi, 
chap. v. par. 8.) then to be born again, 
according to both the Bible and the Book 
of Mormon, is to be baptized by immer- 
sion into water, and Christ — 
says there is no exception to this ordi- 
nance; yet all the baptisms for the dead 
by proxy have been —— of making 
this one exception to ' own word; 
while the language of Christ is clothed 
with such force of expression as not to 
admit of one single exception in the case. 
And if baptism by proxy was ever sub- 
sequently to be attended to, our Saviour 
most certainly would have foreknown it, 
and therefore would have provided for 


it; and then should have said to Nico- - 


demus, If a man be born again, or 
some one for him, he shall see the king- 
dom of God; and in this manner left 


out the word except; for if it had 


been even said, Except a man be born 
again, or some one for him, it then 
would have been a contradiction of terms, 
for the very reason that the word ex- 
cept does not admit another in the same 
case, wherein would be a contradiction, 
both in idea and also of expression. Our 
Saviour’s foreknowledge is not denied b 

any believer, and what he said had ref- 
erence to the future, both in time and in 
eternity. Therefore while time lasts 
and the word of God is written, Except 
a man is born in he cannot see the 
kingdom of God, every proxy baptism 
is guilty of making one exception to our 
Saviour’s teaching, and therefore stands 
— violation of God's word. See 


chap. 5, par. 9: And again I say unto 
you, ye must repent and be baptised in 
my name, and become as a little child, 
of ye can in nowise inherit the kingdom 
of God.“ These are Christ's own words 
to the Nephites, in which proxy baptism 
is also prohibited. Frequent references 
are made to First Corinthians, chap. xv., 


ver. 29, to sustain baptism for the dead. 


wh the reader carefully examine the 


whole of the fore part of the chapter, in 


of Mormon, in the book of Nephi, — 
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which it is plain to perceive that Paul 
was teaching the doctrine of the resur- 
rection of the dead, through faith in 
Ohrist by obedience to the gospel; and 
that if there was no resurrection of the 
dead, then their faith and preaching | 
were both vain; and that if Christ had 
not risen from the dead they were yet in 
their sins; end as baptism was an erdi- 
nance instituted by the Saviour for the 
remission of sins, fer all such as would 
believe in Christ and come unto him, 
and comply with the ordinance of 
baptism, in which they would represent 
his death, burial, andresurrection. This 
seems to be the teaching of Paul, in 
Romans vi., 80: ‘Know ye not that so 
many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
Ghrist were baptized into his death? 
therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death,“ The above clearly 
shows that all izel believers were 
baptized into the death of Christ, also 
representing the re of bis burial and 
resurrection. Paul refers the Cor- 
inthian church to this very fact in proof 
of the resurrection of the dead, and says 


in the 29th verse, Else what shall they | 


do which are baptized for the dead, if 
the dead rise not at all; why are they 
then baptized for the dead?” clearly 
showing that if Christ did not rise from 
the dead, why are they then baptized for 
the dead Christ; if Christ had not 
risen from the dead what would they 
then do who had been baptized for the 
dead Christ: for all who were of the 
Christian faith had been buried by bap- 
tism into the death of Christ. Paul does 
not ask the question, what shall the 
dead do; buteays, ‘‘Whatshallthey (the 
living) do who were baptized for the 
dead? The question then is asked what 
they themselves shall do who were bap- 
tised. It evidently was the persons who 
were baptized that would be endangered 
in consequence of an error in the resur- 
rectien, and not the dead, for the dead 
are not represented as being affeeted 
either for good or evil, but those who 


were baptized were to be the only ones 


to suffer the consequences (and not the 
— spirits,) if the dead did not rise; 

if there was no resurrection, then 
— not yet risen from the dead; 
and according to the 16th and 17th 
verses, they were all yet in their sins. 
But Paul declared to the Collossians that 
God had raised Christ from the dead, 
chap. ii., ver. 12: Buried with him 
im baptism, wherein ye are also risen 


with him through the faith of the 

operation of God, who hath raised 
him from the dead.“ This quotation, 
together with the 16th of First Corinth- 
ians and the 6th chapter of Romans, all 
combined wil illustrate the principles of 
that solemn ordinance of baptism, insti- 
tuted by Christ himself to represent his 
own death, burial, and resurrection from 
the dead. And inasmuch as every man 
is to be born again, and that water bap- 
tism is the ordinance of that birth, then 
all men must comply with that ordinance 
for themselves; in their own persons, be 
baptised into Christ, and lawfully rep- 
resent the death, burial, and resurrec- 
tion of Christ, or they cannot be saved 
in the kingdom of God. The tism 
for the dead by proxy is without divine 
authority and destitute of sound prinei- 
ples. It is objectionable on every point; 
therefore it mast forever stand in the 
black list of falsehood. The Bible and 
the Book of Mormon contain the full- 
ness of the everlasting gospel, which is 
the rock and pillar of the church. The 
doctrine of baptism for the dead by 
proxy is not foundin it. The promise 
of God was, thatif they would build 
upon that rock the gates of hell should 
not prevail against them. They have 
been prevailed against by a strong arm 
which has scattered and brought confu- 
sion. Therefore, for some reason, God 
has refused to approbate their course. 
But many have supposed that the Book 
of Covenants furnishes sufficient author- 
ity to justify the doctrine of baptism for 
the dead, as is given in sections 105 and 
106; whereas, upon a careful exemina- 
tion, they furnish no such evidence, but 
positively contradict both the Bible and 
the Book of Mormon; also, are contra- 


dictory to themselves. In section 105, 


par. 5, there are new principles made 
requisite in order to the validity of 
tism for the dead that are not found in 


the gospel as is revealed in the Bible and 


the Book of Mormon ; Which is, that 
every person who is baptized for the 


dead must have a witness and recorder 


to bear witness and make a record of 
the fact, as is found in section 105, par- 
agraphs 5 and 6: ‘‘When any of you 
are baptised for your dead, let there be 
a recorder, aud let him be éye-witmess 
of your baptiems; let him hear with his 
ears that he may testify of a truth, saith 
the Lord; thatin all your recordings 


it may be recorded in heaven; that 
whatsoever you bind on earth may be 
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bound in heaven; whatsoever you loose 
on earth may be loosed in heaven: for I 
am about to restore many things to the 
earth, pertaining to the Priesthood, saith 
the Lord of hosts.” Paragraph 6th: 
„And again, let all the records be had 
in order, that they may be put in the 
archives of my holy temple, to be held 
in remembrance from generation to gen- 
eration, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

The reader will bere perceive that 
there are two special objects in view, as 
stated in the above quotation: first, that 
the records made out by the witness and 
clerk in Nauvoo are to be recorded in 
heaven; second, that they are to be put 
in the urchives of the holy temple at 
Nauvoo, where they are to be kept from 
generation to generation. 


[TO BS CONTINUED IN OUR NEXT. } 


REBELLION, 


— of the rebels and old rob- 
bers who plundered and murdered 
the Mormons of Jackson and sur- 
rounding counties, in Missouri, and 
burnt their houses and barns, cut 
down their orchards, laid waste their 
field, confiscated their lands, in- 
sulted and abused their women, and 
finally drove them at the point of the 
bayonet from the State, are now 
overrunning the same counties, com- 


mitting the same out inst 
the Union and law-abid in ‘people 
who have thus far escaped their law- 
less hands, that they committed 
against the Mormons and against 
the first settlers of Kansas. It ought 
to be the prayer of every follower 
of Christ, that the law of the land, 
as well as the law of God, should be 
kept inviolate by all men every- 
where. Notwithstanding our con- 
stitutional rights as a people have 
been neglected, our petitions to the 
magistrates, judges; and to the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Missouri, and 
to the general Government for re- 
dress of our wrongs, have been 
treated with silent contempt, our 
brethren driven from State to State, 
and not protected in their rights as 


21 
Americans; yet we should be loyal 


to our Government, and do all we 
can to protect our laws; if mot we 
are no better than any other traitors 
to their government. God will not 
hold us guiltless if we violate that 
law that has been violated by rebels 
and murderers in robbing and mur- 
dering our fellow-brethren, and by 
refusing to enforce the law and 

lace us in ion of our homes 
by the then Chief Magistrate of this 
nation. God will punish the guilty 
and redress the innocent of their 
wrongs. Had the gospel been re- 
ceived by this nation and the citi- 
zens thereof protected in their re- 
ligious rights; had the general Gov- 
ernment punished as the law of the 
United States directs, the Missouri 
rebels that rebelled against the Gov- 
ernmeat, robbed, murdered and 
drove ten thousand Mormons from. 
the State of Missouri to Illinois, and 
followed them to Illinois, created a 
persecution against them here, and 
with the rabble of Illinois, drove 
them from the inhabited part of the 
United States into the wilderness to 
starve; and many of these same 
rebels soon after entered Kansas, do- 
ing to many settlers there what they 
did to the Mormons. We say, had 
this Government in these instances, 

unished rebellion as it ought to 
— been punished, and as the law 


of the Government declares it shall 


be punished, and redress’d herinjured 
citizens of their wrongs, this nation 
to-day would be at peace with each 
other. There is safety in a govern- 
ment only when law is enforced and 
obeyed. The Mormons were Amer- 
ican oitizens, and they hada right 
to live in Missouri or in Illinois; and 
if they offended the law, the law ought 
to have been enforced against them 
and the. guilty punished as the law 
directa, That our readers may know 
in part what our people suffered in 
Missouri, and the cause of their be- 


— 
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ing persecuted, and how their rights 
as Americans were neglected, we 
re-publish a letter, published about 
the time of their expulsion from 
Missouri, in the Boston Atlas: 


{From the Boston . J 
Letter from u Gentleman at the West to 
to his friend in Boston. „ 


Dran Six: — ou ask me for informa- 
tion concerning the Mormon trouble in 
Missouri. In giving it, I shall be com- 
pelled to state particulars that will stag- 
ger your belief; and I shall be betrayed 
into a warmth of expression which may 
be construed into the signs of partisan 
bitterness, but which will be in truth 


only the language of honest indignation. 


The series of wrongs and outrages per- 
etrated on the Mormons, and the clos- 
ng act of injustice, by which those 

wrongs and outrages were suffered to 

escape, not only unpunished but tri- 
umphant, from the elements of persecu- 
tion, which in vain seeks a parallel in 
the history of our country. For example 
of similar outrages on the rights of jus- 
tice and humanity, lam compelled to 
resort to barbarous nations and dark 
ages, which alone furnish precedents to 
excuse the conduct of the people of 

Missouri. 

The Mormons, I need not say, area 
weak and credulous people, whose chief 
fault is the misfortue of having become 
the dupes of a villainous impostor.* 
They have an excess of that, as to which 
the world at large is exceedingly defi- 
cient—that is, Faith. They have been 
misled; and they are to’ de pitied. But 
I have yet to learn that their faith 
taught them immorality. I have yet to 
learn that it encouraged disobedience to 
the laws or encroachments on the rights 
of any fellow citizen. 54 

The Mormons were in truth a moral, 
orderly and sober population. They 
were industrious farmers and ingenious 
mechanics. They were busy about their 
own affairs, and never intermeddled in 
the concerns of their neighbors. They 
were exceedingly peaceful and averse to 
strife, quarrels and violence. They had 
established schools, they encouraged 
education; and they all had the rudi- 
ments of learning, taught under our sys- 
tem at the East. They had begun to 
open fine farms, and put their lands ina 
high state of improvement. Many of 
them were surrounded by numerous 


comforts, and some with even the ele- 
gancies of life. 

In all these respects their condition 
presented a broad contrast to that of 
their neighbors. Of these neighbors 
many had been there for years—much 
longer in fact than the Mormons—and 
had made few advances upon the Indians 
they had displaced. Mud hovels—ao 
„ truck patch’’—hunting and buck-skin 
breeches were their highest aspirations. 
Letters they despised as much as they 
did the conveniences or comforts of life. 
Bold, violent, unscrupulous and 
ing—hating all who differed from, much 
more who excelled them in the art of 
living, the relations Detween them and 
the Mormons may readily be inferred by 
any man who bas read a single chapter 
in the history of human strife. 

The anti-Mormons (for I must distin- 
guish this hoard of demi-savages) are 
exceedingly intolerant. They are refuse 
Kentuckians and Tennesseeans, inter- 
mixed with Virginians of the same caste, 
in whom the vice of sectional pride, 
which marks these people, and a preju- 
dice against all others, especially those 
belonging to the free states, whom they 
indiscriminately brand as Yankees—is 
exaggerated to the highest pitch. Such 
persons, if they could do it, would in- 
corporate in the constitution of Missouri, 
a provision to prohibit emigrating thith- 
er of anybody, not belonging to their 
own kith and kin.“ They have, also, 
personal pride to an excess, which leads 
them, however, not to emulste a rival's 
exertions, but to envy his success and 
hate his person. They have, however, 
a grasping disposition, which stimulates 
them to acquire; but not industry and 
enterprise enough to lead them to ac- 
2 honestly. They prefer plunder to 

air means, if they can only conceal the 
knowledge of their foul slay ; because 
rapine gratifies their propensities to 
force, indolence and acquisition. They 
are bold, crafty, and, when inspired by 
revenge, energetic and persevering be- 
yond almost any other race of men. 

The worst error, committed by the 
otherwise cunning Smith and his coadju- 
tors, was that of transplanting his fol- 
lowers to such a soil. A pacific, rather 
timid, and thrift ple, differing as 
the Mormons did from the out-skirt 


Missourians in manners, sentiments and 
modes of life, just served to stimulate 
the worst passions of the latter, and 


held out the prospect of an easy prey to 
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their cupidity and violence. 

They were sagacious enough to know 
that their acts should havea “show of 
virtue, and they | began to 
misrepresent the Mormons. The charges 
were. at first general. The Mormons 
were a“ mighty mean people.” They 
were great fools’—which in common 
acceptation is about as bad as being 
great villains. Then. they were thiev- 
ish (how ludicrous when the anti-Mor- 
mons had hardly anything worth steal- 
ing!). They ‘tampered with the ne- 
groes, which we know in all slave 
states excites the most intense odium 
against the accused, without, in the na- 
ture of things, a possibility of repelling 
the accusation; for a slave's evidence is 
worthless. Finally, a fellow burnt his 
own corn crib and charged it on the 
Mormons. Bad men hate those whom 
they have injured. There is, therefore, 
of reason why the anti-Mormons 
have hated their rivals. Crimi- 
u provokes recrimination ; hate be- 
Dissensions and quarrels 
up between the parties; till 
it was evident that they 
abt live in contact; and that 
the anti-Meormons were determined the 
Morgoas should yield and abandon the 


„Moreover, the land sales were 
— and it was expedient that 
— * be driven out before they 

estab 


tion, Im thie way their valuable im- 
provements—the fruit of diligence and 
ente ase into the hands 
of men who would have the pleasure of 
enj g@ without tlie toil ofearning. 
The massacre at Horne’s Mills ought 
bedy Ghee ded by 0 
y of mes nnen by a Senator 
from Cherlitom sounty, went down to 
that mill and there fell upon their vio- 
tims, precisely as the pirates of the Car- 
ibean fell upon theirs. The poor Mor- 
mons took refuge in a blacksmith shop, 
and were there murdered in detail. The 
attacking party leisurely and deliberate- 
ly thrust their rifies between the logs of 
e building, and there, as the Mormons 
were pent up like sheep in a fold, butch- 
ered them! An old McBride—said to 
have been a revolutionary soldier—beg- 
for his life. It was denied him and 

e was put to death with the most sav- 
age violence. A mere child—only nine 
years old—was chased, supplicating his 
pursuers, exclaiming, ‘‘I am an Amsri- 
can boy.” But all would not answer. 


lish their rights to pre-emp- | ped 


He was hunted to his place of refuge 
under the large bellows of the shop and 
his head blown into fragments, by means 
of a rifle deliberately aimed at it! It is 
said, too, that some of the more despe- 
rate and abandoned of the profligate vil- 
Jains, who joined in this affray, return- 
ed the next day, and ‘danced over the 
well in which their victims had been en- 
tombed! Certain it is that they plun- 
dered those whom they had killed. And 


»be it remembered that this party of as- 


sailants had no autherity whatever for 
mustering and marching; and, therefore, 
in the eye of the law, are mere brigands, 
robbers and murderers. 

You ask, if this can be true? I tell 
you—yes. It is true—awful, atrocious 
and abominable as it is; itistrue. Yes, 
it is true—true in the nineteenth cen- 
tury—true in republican, in Christian 
America; true, while your good people 
of Boston—a of the same people 
that committed these horrors, are send- 
ing the gospel of truth and love to far 
away India and the isles of the ocean. 

And how do you think the great Sen- 
ator-civilian, who led this onslaught, 
justifies it? “Why,” says he, “we 
were in a state of war! It was 
war! Which party fired first I don’t 
know. It did not mater. We came to 
fight; we had a fight; and they got 
whipped.”’. Yes, indeed they got whip- 
Thirty Mormons killed outright 
or dead of their wounds, and not a hair 
of a head touched on the other side. A 
fair fight! Very likely! Men pent up 
in a blackemith’s shop and butchered 
like cattle! An old grey haired m 
hacked up and shot tnrough! A chil 
chased and his brains blown out! A 
fair fight! What ideas of regular war 
and legitimate battle—or rather what 
notion of right, justice, or humanity 
must possess the head of a Senator (!) 
who can justify his acts as this one does! 
Itis really a pity that the Mormons 
did not make a fight of it. If they had 
done 80. this Senator might not now have 
been living to proclaim his own disgrace 
with his own lips, to all the intelligence 
and humanity of Christendom. — 

From first to last—but especially in 
the outset of the troubles—the Governor 
of the State was guilty of the most un- 

nable remissness and partiality. 

e was formerly of Jackson county, and 
came into office with strong prejudices 
against the Mormons. At the time of 
the difficulty in Carrol, the Mormons 
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sent and besought bis interposition. He 
refused it, on the pretext of expense: 
but in a few weeks afterwards, ordered 
out. AGAINST the Mormons, an army large 
enough to have prostrated ten times the 
force supposed to be arrayed against it. 

The conduct, too, of Gen. Luoas, who 
commanded at the (so called) surrender 
at Far West, was to the last degree ab- 
surd and tyrannical. Regarding the 
Mormons—not as Americant citizens— 
but as prisoners of war, belonging to 
strange and belligerent people, he im- 
posed upon them a treaty, by which 
they bound themselyes, through a com- 
mittee, to indemnify (the innocent for 
the guilty) the sufferers in Daviess, and 
to quit the State. Such stipulations, so 
flagrantly at war with the law of the 
land and with common right—did this 
notable general ofgeer, in the execution 
of bis high and delicate trust, think fit 
to exact of his Mormon prisoners, sup- 
posing as he doubtless did, that the Mor- 
mons were bound by it! 

But worse—=still more absurd and bar- 
barous than all this, was one transaction 
which happened immediately on the sur- 
render. Will you believe it, that, on 
that event, General Lucas called a coun- 
cil, composed of some sixteen general 
officers, which, hy a large majority, de- 
cided to try, on the next day, forty or 
fifty of those Mormons whom they con- 
sidered ringleaders, by a court martial, 
the end of which would no doubt have 
been death to all the accused! It was 
then that Gen. Doniphan, of Clay coun- 
ty—a man respected for his legal attain- 

ts and high character, addressed 

n. Lucas in the most indignant lan- 
guage. „Sir, said he, ‘‘ to-morrow at 

ylight,.I march all my command back 
to Clay. I will not stay here to witness 
your cold-blooded butchery.”’ Gen. Lu- 
eas was not, however, then averted from 
his purpose; but the stand taken by 
Gen. Doniphan, disconeerted both him 
and the rest of these general officers, all 
of whom placed great reliance on Gen. 
Doniphan's judgment, aad secretly (as 
well as they might) distrusted their own. 
At midnight, Gen. Lucas went to Gen. 
Deniphan and begged him to stay. That 
he wished all things properly conducted 
and therefore he intended to name Gen. 
D. as President of the Court. Gen. Don- 
iphan instantaneously sprung to his feet, 
and exelaimed: ‘‘ This very inducement 
which you hold out, is the reason why I 
will march two hours earlier than I in- 


tended. I wash my hands of thisCourt. 
It is murder in cold blood. I will have 
nothing to do with it.” Sufficeit to say, 
that Gen. Doniphan’s noble stand pre- 
vented the execution of this monstrous 
purpose. The Court Martial was not 
held. on 
By the villainies of their enemies and 
their own impradence, (for just retalia- 
tion was in their case imprudence) the 
Mormons were prostrated. Some sought 
safety in flight. Some turned what 
property they had left into the means of 
removal. Others were too poor to go, 
and were compelled to stay and suffer. 
All suffered and all lost. But the pre- 
emptors suffered most. They were 
stripped of the fruits of their hard toils ; 
for not one of them dared,at the appointed 
time, present himself to make good his 
rights. The earnings of years were thus 
in one moment wrested from them by 
violence and fraud. The American cit- 
izen is not protected by American laws; 
but he is driven out from his lands and 
his home by men, whom the law canno}, 
or will not, reach, and whom the legis- 
lature of the State justify and applaud. 
The General Assembly of Missouri, 
refused investigation of the origin and 
history of this unexampled persecution. 
They knew better than to do it. Impar- 
tial investigation would bave implicated 
the State and many of its legislators too 
deeply. It was a series of enormities 
that would not bear thelight; and they 
therefore, so far as they could do it, 
have quenched itin darkness. 
| But still there remained the sordid dis- 
position for pay. The general efficers 
called out in such extraordinary num- 
bers, had a claim upon the treasury. 
With many of them it was a sheer spec- 
ulation. Though in many cases they 
went unattended to the field, they filed 
ludicrous aecoounts for extra servants, 
horses, &e., claiming full brigadier and 
major general's pay, as if in the actual 
service of the United States. The de- 
mands, it is true, were regular; byt 
showed a very unpatriotic desire to make 
money out of the State. The legislature 
finally, without inquiry, voted $200,000, 
but provided that the pirates should be 
paid first. Even $200,000 will not meet 
the regular demands (thanks to Gover- 
nor Boggs’ ence and discretion in 
calling out this host) and these celebra- 
ted generals and generalissimos will be 


knocking at the door of the next Gener. 
al Assembly for pay; reminding one cf 
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Patrick Henry's speech in Hook's case, 
where the plaintiff was supposed to be 
patrolling the patriot camp with cries of 
‘Beef!’ ‘Beef!’ I sincerely hope that they 
will in vain cry ** Pay!” Pay!“ —until 
they are willing to confine their demands 
within decent bounds. 

And now do not suppose—let no man 


north of the Potomac suppose—that the | 


faith and fanaticism of the Mormons had 
any influence worth mentioning, in ex- 
citing this persecution. 

No~it was the causes I have already 
intimated, to which this affair may be 
rightly traced. And let me assure you 
that any body of men like the Mormons, 
in all respects, but in their religion, 
wouldin the same situation have shared 
their fate. I wish you to understand it 
asmy deliberate opinion that, at this 
moment any body of people, accustomed 
only to the manners and sentiments of 
the inhabitants of the free states, and 
rather pacific and yielding in their dis- 
positions, however industrious, thrifty 
and intelligent— would if they attempted 
a settlement on choice lande in Missouri 
fare as have the Mormons. 

Why conceal the truth? Let me tell 

u that a body of farmers and mechan - 
cs from Essex, Middlesex or Norfolk— 
however they might differ in points cf 
faith—if they should now be transplant- 
ed to the abandoned localities of the 
Mormons—would in five years from the 
date be driven out by fire and sword 
precisely ag the Mormons have, and the 
General Assembly of Missouri would 
justify it. Do you ask me how the Ger- 
mans continue to stay in Missouri? I 
will tell you. They have taken the 
worst soils in the state—soils which no- 
body else will take. This is the true 
answer. The Germans are more disliked 
than the Yankees, and if they should 
once presume to interfere with the Ken- 
tucky prerogative to occupy the best 
lands—woe to the poor Germans—utiess 
indeed they will fight harder than the 
Mormons. 

Yes, let it be understood that there 
is a portion of the public domain of the 
United States, which is nét common to 


_ the people of all the states. The ques- 


tion now settled. The 
yeomanry of the free states have met 
the UWLETTERED yeomanry of the slave 
states; and by the latter have been van- 
quished, scattered and despoiled. . 

The game tried so successfully against 
the Indians, has been played off against 


the whites. And those whites are Yan- 
kees, who cannot claim the enjoyme 

a common right, in the face of ce 
other portions of their ‘‘fellow-citizens,”’ 
because they are too conscientious, and 
too tender, or too timid. But they must 
succumb like the Indians. 


REPLY TO THE HERALD. 


Brother Sheen, of the T. L. D. 
S HRAL D,“ tells his readers that 
“the misnamed TruTH TELLER mis- 
representa us as much as it does 
Brother Blair.” * * * Will the 
brother tell us in what respect we 
misrepresented him? We said: 
„Brother W. W. Blair and Isaac 
Sheen will please accept our thanks 
for the favor they did us in furnish- 
ing the names and postoffice address 
of nearly 1000 Saints.” * * * 
You admit that you gave us the 
names, or access to the mailing book 
from which we got them; hence 
your readers would readily see that 
u admit all we represented ; that 
is, that you gave us the names. Now, 
Brother Sheen, it becomes your 
duty as a follower of Christ to cor- 
rect your statement.and not misrep- 
resent us, as you have done in your 
notice of the TRUTRH TELLER. You 
need not think that your readers are 
prepared to believe that we misrep- 
resented facts because we dared to 
ublish in this country our views. 
e want you to understand that we 
ate not to be gagged. Our motto is 
to tell the truth and we intend to do 
it, — — hits. And when 
we come to the subject of polygamy, 
we intend to show its —— Jo 
not expect that communications 
on doctrine for the“ TnUTRH TELLER 
must be sent to President Joseph 
Smith, Nauvoo, Hancock county, 
Illinois, for fear that therg might 
be something said that w impli- , 
cate the father of the lawful heir 
accordingsto the flesh,” with its in- 
troduction into the church ; nor do 


26 
we expect to be deterred, by letter 


otherwise, from publishin the | in 
demnation as found in the Book 
of Mormon, of all secret combina- 
tions because the father of the 
“rightful heir,” was a prominent 
member of a secret order. Our mis- 
sion is to tell she truth—the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth ; 
to expose false doctrines of every 
description, and condemn sin of eve- 
ry kind, no matter where we find it; 
whether it be in high or low places. 
If brethren will disfellowship us be- 
cause we dare condemn sin in pub- 
lishing the truth. We can only say 
God be merciful to them ; they — 
not what they do. The conductor 
of a public journal, claiming to ad- 
vocate the doctrine of the church of 
Jesus Christ (o — — Day Saints,) 
ought to be person to do 
anything that — hinder investi- 
gation. Have you forgotten that 
the course you have pursued is the 
same that has been pursued by the 
opposers of the —. ever since the 
translation of the Book of Mormon. 
Why did you not say to the brethren 
and sisters, „Read and examine for 
ourselves.” The truth will not be 
injured by investigation? Instead 
of discouraging your readers from 
reading and examining for them- 
selves; your first notice of us was to 
brand us as a misrepresenter ; to ad- 
mit to the columns of the HERALD a 
nication in which the breth- 
ren are forewarned of the circulation 
among them of spurious revela- 
tions.” 

The author of the warning, in the 
communication, did not attempt to 
show, nor can he show, that the 
‘“‘ revelations” are ‘‘ spurious,” or 
the person through whom they were 


co 


given gp impostor. You also pub- 
lished A prayer made to God, that 
the “Saints” would not “fellow- 


ship” us or the “Spirit” that we are 
of. At the time the author of this 


and that of the church. 
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prayer was making it, he knew noth- 
— * him in what he did. 
‘Brother heen, we call upon you 
and your correspondents to meet us, 
and show, if you can, that Hed- 
rick and his oo- -workers,” as your 
correspondents have seen proper to 
style us, are not members of the 
CHURCH oF Jxsus CHRIST, and we 
hope you will remember this de- 
mand. It is our duty to make it, 
and it is your duty to answer it. We 
also call upon you or your corre- 
spondents to meet the proposition 
— ublished in the first number of the 
RUTH TELLER, on 14, under 
“ Notice.” The Bible and the Book 
of Mormon are the authority that we 
are willing to be tried by; and b 
that authority we intend to try all 
doctrine that is presented to us or to 
the cLurch, no matter by whom it 
is offered; and the doctrine that 
these books condemn we will con- 
demn ; and we expect to be fellow- 
shipped as brethren and sustained 
by every lover of the truth, that these 
books contain and no others. 


THE GOVERNED ELECT 
THEIR GOVERNORS. 


“A republican government is one 
in which the supreme power is in, 
the hands of the people. * * The 
United States, Mexico, and all the 
South’ American States, except Bra- 
zil, are Democratic Republies“ — 
Parley’s Cabinet Library, Vol. 20. 

The government of the church of 
Jesus Christ (of Latter Day Saints), 
as established by Joseph Smith, is 
republican. Joseph Smith, ite first 
President, was ejected to that office, 
as all offioers in republican gov- 
ernments, whether they be political 
or ecclesiastical, by a vote of those 
over whom he was to preside. There 
is a striking resemblance between 
the government of the United Spy 

the 
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church each branch of the church 
elects its own officers to execute the 
laws of the church in the branch 
to which they belong. In the elec- 
tion of the first president, the 
branches composing the church vote 
for and elect the president who pre- 
sides over the whol church. No 
person is elected to any office in the 
church, except itis by a vote of 
those over whom he is to preside. 
In proof of these declarations we 
give youthe law as found in the 
book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
section 2, par. 16. 

„No person is to be ordained to 
any Office in this church where there 


is a regularly organized branch of | 


the same without the vote of that 
church.” 
„Of necessity there are presi- 
dents or presiding officers growing 
out ‘of, or appointed of, or from, 
among those who are ordained to the 
several offices in these two priest- 
hoods. Of the Melchisedec priest- 
hood three presiding high priests, 
chosen by the body appointed and or- 
dained to that office, and upheld by 
the confidence, faith and prayer of 
the church, form a quorum of the 
residency of the church.“ D. & 
section 3, par. 11. Then 


comes the high priesthood, which is 


the greatest of all; wherefore it must 

be that one be appointed of 
the high priesthood to preside over 
the priesthood ; and he shall be call- 
ed president of the high priesthood 
of the church.” —D. C. Sec. 3, par. 31. 
And now I give unto the church 
in these parts a commandment that 
certain — among —— shall be 

inted, and they shall be a 
pointed by the the church” 
C., section 12, par. 8. 

Thou shalt not leave this place 
until after the conference; and my 
servant Joseph shall be appointed to 
preside over the conference by the 
voice it.”—D.C., section 51, par. 4. 


„And let there be an agent ap- 
pointed by the voice of the church 
unto the church in Qhio, to receive 
moneys to purchase lands in Zion.” 
D. C., section 18, par. 10. 

— 
LIBERTY. 

„A monarchical government is 
one ip which the supreme power is 
exercised by a single individual; if 
the sovereign succeeds his predeces- 
sor by right of inheritance, it is a 
hereditary monarchy. * * France, 
England, Spain, &c., are hereditary 
monarchies,”—Parley’s Cabinet Li- 
brary, Vol. 20. 

Joseph, the eldest son of the 
prophet Joseph Smith, is now at- 
tempting to establish a hereditary 
monarchical church government — 
over the members of the church of 
Jesus Christ (of Latter Day Saints), 
claiming that it is his inherited right 
to be the President over a people 
that claim that the truth has made 
free. Many of them were born in this 
land that God decreed should be 
free, surrounded with all the bless- 
ings that a free people are blessed 
with. It is true, Anfericans, it is 
true, that this would be hereditary, 
monarch is now asking you to lay at 
his feet that right, that sacred right, 
of self-government, and by your acts 
acknowledge him your superior by 
right of birth. Are you prepared 
to do it? We cannot believe that a 
le blessed with the privilege of 
ving been born ina land where 
man is recognized; but man’s equal 
would thus forfeit that sacred gift 
of God and submissively bow to the 
invader of your rights, for which 
the Saviour of mankind died, and for 
which our forefathers died. Let the 
shout of every true friend of freedom, 
whether they be in this land or in 
the land of the oppressed, go up to 
God and the Lamb that you will 
spurn the man who claims that God 
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foreordained him te be your superior 
by birth, your ruler without your 
consent. The presumptuous assump- 
tion of this young man is without a 
single elin the history of man, 
since the Christian era; and yet we 
are not prepared to believe that this 


man willingly assumed this treason- that is not d 


able 
law of the church at whose head he 
has assumed to stand. 

Men of riper years, who ought to 
have known better, sent to this “law- 
ful heir” as they styled him; dele- 
gation after delegation, year after 
year, pressing it on him—the hered- 
itary claim—as his inherent righ 
till, in 1860, he accepted it. 6 
any man refer us to any authority 
where the words “ lawful heir ac- 
cording to the flesh, “his lineal 
right, and chosen seed,” is ap- 
plied to a ruler who is styled Pres- 
ident?“ It cannot be done; the 
title only belongs to kings and mon- 
archs, and has no — to a 
President chosen by a free people 
over whom he rules. The title of 
President belongs to a ruler chosen 
in a republican form by them over 
whom he is to rule, whether it be in 
a political or ecclesiastical govern- 
ment. The words chosen seed, 
“his lineal right, “ lawful heir ac- 
cording to the flesh,” are treasonable 
words. In this government they 
have no application, nor never did 
nor never will have to any officer in 
authority in any government that 
was recognized by God since the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. 

Is there a member of the church 
of Christ after due reflection and 
consideration of this all important 
matter, willing to imaugurate a sys 
tem of church government that is 
repudiated politically by ev — 
telligent nation of the earth w 
the people are not in the 


an aristocracy. Brethren, 


er — 
men, 


not slaves; never me to the world 
by — act of yours, that you are not 

ble of self-government. The 
religion of our Saviour makes men 
brethren; it does not exalt one man 
above another, and there is no au- 
thority, nor never was, in the church 
elegated. No man is 


position; treason against the born priest, teacher, deacon, elder 


or president; all these offices must 
be filled as they ever have been, by 
the voice of those over whom they 
are to preside. Joseph Smith was 
elected by the voice of the church, 
in January, 1831, President of the 
church. His legal successors must 


t, | come to the office which he held in 
an 


the same way that he came to.it ; 
and if it was right in 1831, for the 
church to elect in a republican form 
its first President, it is right now, 
and ever will be right. Right is 
never wrong. May God help ts all 
to contend for the right. 

REPLY TO BRO, BLAIR. 


cation to the T. L. D. S. HRAL D, 
says: Now, sir, I deny giving the 
names of any with the ex — 
that they would become su 
for the TRUrH TELLER.” * * 1 
Brother Blair tell us who said that 
he gave us the names of any with 
the above expectation. We did nat 
say that he had any expectations“ 
about what he did; we have always 
thought it the duty of every follower 
of Christ to feel thankful to eve 
person who did anything b which 
the truth would be in the 
possession of — who were misled 
and taught by the precepts of men; 
hence we “thanked” him for the 
„favor“ he did us.” And since 
we — sent — TELLER 
we have received many e 

e letters, which makes us feel — 
thanking him If we knew it 


would not cause —— 


Bro. W. W. Blair, in a en uns 
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, ings of the different denominations 
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accuse us of mistepresenting him 
we would do it. We do not want to 
do anything that will cause our 
brother to sin. 

In Brother Biair’s article referred 
to he says: Messrs. Haldeman and 
Hedrick are at liberty to publish to 
their liking, but must not use my 
name to get subscribers.” Is he lib- 
eral in granting to us the privilege 
of publishing our views—a right, 
thank God, as cannot de- 
prive us of. He thinks that all men 
are not born with equal rights; and 
that the “lawful heir according to 
the flesh,” the chosen seed,” the 
rightful heir,” was born a heredita- 
ry ruler over God’s free people with- 
out their consent. Reader, what do 
you think of the spirit that tries to 
stifle and hinder the freedom of 
speech, the right of conscience that 
robs man of the right of choosing 
who should rule over them in the 
church; that denounces as a mis- 
representer of the truth, those who 
dare to differ with them in 
religious sentiments; that refuse to 
address his brother in Christ asa 
brother because he. thanks’ him 
for kindness received, who think 
and speak for themselves. Is not 
this the spirit that is manifested in 
the referred to communication. 
That same spirit has caused the pub- 
lic journals all ever the country to 
be filled with false statements about 
the saints of God, ever since the 
church was established in 1830, and 
caused the different church build- 


and scheol houses to be closed against 
investigation by the saints. . Yes, it 
cried aloud, ‘‘ spurious revelations,” 
bad men receive” them not nor 
„that spirit“ that they are of; sad 
when the truth was offered to the 
people it said receive it with “that 
withering seorn that it so justly mer- 
its.“ And further, this spirit has 


kept investigation and the freedom 
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of from those oppressed peo- 
ple in Utah; and will not that spirit 
any —— ? Ves, is our 
answer. Brother Blair, referring to 
the brethren, styles them, Hed- 
rick & Co., ‘“‘ Messrs. Haldeman & 
Hedrick,” and makes the inquiry, 
„Will the saints fellowship that 
spirit or those men ?” Reader, judge 
for yourself whether the spirit of 
Christ ever did or ever will thus 
speak of the members of the king- 
dom of God. Brother Blair knew 
when he wrote his artiole, that many 
of the brethren whem he named “ co- 
workers,” have been members of the 
church of Christ for over thirty 
years; and he also knew that the 
were in good standing, and we call 
— him to show that they are not. 
what we represent them to be, or to 
make proper acknowledgments. Do 
not attempt to evade an answer. Tell 
all 12 about Hedrick & 
Co.“ If you know anything immoral 
about him or them it is your duty as 
an honest man to let brethren know 
what that something is. Brethren, 
the al attack made against 
Brother Hedrick by the correspend- 
ent of the HERALD, is. without rea- 
son or justice. Brother Hedrick 
came into the church many years 
ago, before the death of Joseph 
Smith. He has always contended 
for the organization effected in 1830 
—anad no other. He believes that 
no man has a right to any office in 
the church of Christ unless they are 
elected to that office by the members 
of the church; thus cutting off all 
claimants to an office in the church, 
great or small; unless the church . 
elects them, as they did Joseph 
Smith and others composing the on- 
ly organization that God has ever 
acknowledged in these last days. 
Brother Hedrick “ sustains a char- 


acter above in the commu- 
nity in which has lived most of 


| his time from his boyhood, and is the 
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ablest defender of the Book of Mor- and will continue to expose all false 


mon that the church ever has been 
blessed with, without a single excep- 
tion; is always ready to meet in an 
investigation the correspondents of 
the HERALD, or any person else, 
who are advocating any ism under 
the name of New Organizations, 
which are unauthorized by the law 
given to the church, and without a 
precedent in the history of the Chris- 
tian world. 


MORE TESTIMONY, IF CALL- 
ED FOR. 


Since the publication of the 
TrutH TTLIA, I have received 
many letters containg names and 

fice address of saints in Maine, 
ennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, In- 
diana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minneso- 
ta and Iowa, to enable me to send 
them the Truth TELLIER. I have 
also recelved many letters contain- 
ing subscription money for the 
Turn TELLER, and words of en- 
couragement and hope of its success. 
Will the brethren and sisters con- 
tinue their well begun work, and 
will others fullow their example? 
By doing this, it will enable me to 
send the truth, sooner or later, to 
almost every Latter Day Saint, scat- 
tered as they are, all over this and 
other lands. There was a large 
edition of the first number of our 
riodical published, as there will 
be of each — — that 
all demands for it might be supplied. 
The object of the publication of this 
work is, that every true Latter Day 
Saint, no matter in what state, ter- 
ritory or county they may live, might 
be in possession of the great truths 
it contains. Its columas will never 
be occupied for the purpose of 
building up a division, or advocating 
the claims of any man to power in 
the church. It will ever repudiate 
one-man-ism of every description, 


doctrines that have been or may be 
introduced into the church by false 
teachers, which has caused all the 
divisions that now exist among the 
people of God. It will advocate a 
union on truth and truth alone; and 
to effecta union in the church will 
be to renounce and forever lay aside 
that that has caused the divisions— 
and that is false teachers and false 
doctrines. There is no division among 
the saints as to whether the doctrine 
that was first taught by the first eld- 
ers was true. The division is on the 
introduction and reception of doo- 
trine that never was heard of or 
taught as being any part of the doc- 
trine of Christ for years after the 
church was organized. 

It is now known by many 
that there has been an effort made 
by brethren to prejudice the public 
against this paper by the cry, 
“Spurious Revelation,” ‘“‘ Misrepre- 
sentation,” &c. I have no fears that 
this cry will affect the purpose de- 
signed by its authors. It has been 
the practice of unbelievers ever since 
the church was organized by Joseph 
Smith, in 1830, to ery ‘“ Spurious 
Revelations,’ and warn the people 
against receiving those men who 
believe that God had again spoken 
toman. Brethren I hope you will 
not judge before you have read for 
yourselves, nor be influenced against 
this paper by private letters, written 
to you or to the elders in your branch 
by those who'dare not publish pub- 
licly what they write privately, nor 
meet face to face those whom they 
condemn. 

The first number of the Taorn 
TELLER contains two important rev- 
elations. If you have access to them 
you can ily see the cause of the 
present divided and distracted con- 
dition of the church; you will also 
see what is the duty of every one of 


its members to bring about a union. 
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The awful scourge that awaits this 
nation—how, when, and where you 
can flee to escape it, is plainly shown. 
Remember this, that these revela- 
tions were given through him whom 
the church in General Conference 
selected by vote, and was ordained 
president, prophet,.seer, and revela- 
tor of the church by members of the 
quorum of the twelve. About 17 per- 
sons were present on these ever mem- 
orable occasions when the God of Is- 
rael, in answer to fasting and prayer, 
filled the house where they were as- 
sembled with his spirit, which made 
every soul present rejoice in the 
God of their salvation. Brethren it 
never will be forgotten by those 
who were thus favored with the 
privilege of being present when ‘God 


again spoke to his church through 


the means he had ordained. 

I will give the names and post- 
office address, as near as I can recol- 
lect, of the brethren and sisters pres- 
ent when each revelation was re- 
ceived. There were some present 
August 16, 1863, that were not 
April 24, 1864. The number in all 
was about 17—all of this State, 
as follows: Zebulon Adams, Atlan- 
ta, Logan county, has been a high 
priest in the church for about thirty 
; Dennis Burns, Clinton, De- 

itt county, came into the church 
over thi ears ago; John E. 
Page, DeKalb, DeKalb county, has 
been one of the quorum of the 
twelve for about twenty-five years; 
David Judy, Mackinaw town, Taze- 
well county, and Jedidiah Owen, 
Lacon, Marshall county, have been 
elders in the church for about thirty 
years, and both of them were driven 
from Missouri, at the time of the 
* (th of the Saints from that 
state. ey are going back again. 
O. E. Reynolds, — 
Salle oounty, came into the church 
in the city of New York about 


twenty-eight years ago; Granville 


Hedrick, Washburn, Woodford Co., 
has been an elder in the church 
for about twenty-two or twenty-four 
years; G. W. Gifford, Oak Dale, 
Livingston county, was. baptized 
about three years ago; James Brad- 
ley and J. W. Frazy, Oak Dale, 
Livingston county, became members 
of the church about four years since. 
William Eaton and wife, Adaline, 
Long Point, Livingston county— 
Brother Eaton has been a member 
for about twenty years; sister Eaton 
was baptized about seven years ago. 
J. H. Hedrick and his wife Ann, 
Washburn, Woodford county, came 
into the church about eight years 
ago; Ann M. Hess, Decatur, Macon 
county, has been for over twenty 
years a member of the church; 
Nancy Bradley, Oak Dale, Livings- 
ton county, whom God has honored 
to be the mother of seven members 
of, his kingdom, has been a mem- 
ber herself for about twenty-seven 
If these brethren and sisters are 
called upon in person, or written to, 
all will testify, as four of them have 
already done, that they know (not 
simply believe) that the referred to 
revelations are true. If any brother 
er sister abroad wishes the name or 
names of persons in the neighbor- 
hood in which these witnesses live, 
that they may ascertain what their 
standing is in the community in 
which they reside, if such persons 
will write,me, I will give them the 
name or names of ministers of differ- 
ent denominations, who will, if re- 
quired, auswer questions that may 
be addressed to them. Brethren, 
in conclusion, let me say to you, that 
no man is justifiable in condemning 
this or any other public journal, un- 
til they contain sentiments of doc- 
trine that are in violation of esther 
the law of God or that of the dand. 
The TrutH TELLER will advocate 
obedience to both; and I believe that 


